A revision of a thesis originally presented at King's College, University of Aberdeen. Baker's intent seems to have been to go beyond the level of "introductory topics" (authorship, date, provenance, etc.) to a point of engaging "the content and actual thought" of the document traditionally referred to as the Epistle of James. The reason very few interpreters have taken steps beyond the "introductory topics" is clear: the history of research on this document reflects little consensus and much befuddlement among scholars about how to assess it and where to place it in the history of the rhetoric and diversification of early Christianity. B. is among the few who claim to have found an interpretive angle, viz. a specific theme whereby the document can be interpreted.
The theme B. thinks can explain the document-because it can be argued to be a "primary concern," registered in different ways throughout-is what he terms "personal speech-ethics." He admits that this is not a technical term used in James or any other ancient document, it is a term B. uses in order to signify the "idea or ethics of morality as applied to interpersonal communication . .. the rights and wrongs of utterance ... when to speak, how to speak, and to whom to speak, as well as when, how, and to whom not to speak" (2).
The personal speech-ethics theme is so prevalent in James that it provides the fivefold schema B. uses in order to interpret James as well as a diverse group of writings in other "ancient Mediterranean" literatures. The rudiments of speech ethics (James 1:19-27), the evil of the tongue (3:1-12; 4:l-2b), speech in "inter-human" relationships (3:18; 4:l-2b, 11-12; 5:9), speech in human-divine relationships 
